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Intro 
This Spring semester, the Youth have been studying the Fruits of the Spirit 
from Galatians 5 (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control).  One of the biggest challenges was 
actually at the very beginning before we even studied the first fruit, and it 
was on the concept of how we bear the fruits of the Spirit.   
 
It was a formula, a math problem.  There are two factors (us plus the work 
of the Holy Spirit in us) that equal or produces the result (in this case bears 
the fruit).  It’s a math problem. 
 
But there was one fruit that really stuck with me after reading the parable 
found in Matthew 25.  Faithfulness.   
 
And so today we focus on a unique aspect of faith that will help us keep the 
faith.  But I’m saying Don’t Keep the Faith.  And y’all are probably starting to 
think two different things: 1) “I think David Lee has either lost it or is doing 
a horrible job at reverse psychology,” or 2) “Ah, I see where you’re going 
with this.  The whole “give up my life to gain my life” thing.”  Maybe, we’ll 
see… 
 
Message 
What do people associate with “Faithfulness”?  Loyalty, belief, trust, 
devotion, commitment.  I want to add one more based off of our scripture 
from Matthew 25. Multiplication! 
 
Jesus telling another parable about the Kingdom of Heaven. 

 Master leaves his wealth in the hands of his servants and goes off. 

 1st 5 bags of gold/silver/talents; He doubled it = 10 

 2nd 2 bags of gold/silver/talents; He doubled it = 4 

 3rd 1 bag of gold/silver/talent; He hid it, no loss = 1 
o Note: a talent was worth about 20 years of a day laborer’s wage 
o Note: verse 15 – “each according to his ability.” 

Master returns and settles accounts with the servants.  1st servant, “Look…” 
21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been 
faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and 
share your master’s happiness!’ 
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What did he do?  He multiplied what was given to him, and he was called 
“good and faithful servant.” 
 
And the master says the exact same to the 2nd servant who had less than 
half as much than the first servant.  So it’s not about the amount that they 
bring in, but the fact that they multiplied what was given to them. 
 
Multiplication is an essential factor to produce Faithfulness 

Now let me first be honest and say that I used to never like this 
parable.  And that’s because it talked about money and business, and the 
actions of the first two servants seemed beyond what I was personally 
capable of. 

 Money & business – I’ve never been savvy in that way. It’s like magic to 
me 

 And doubling your money like the 2 servants?!?  Impossible 
But there are 2 things we need to know:   

 Don’t limit this to just money!  I like translations with the word talents 
because it makes me think of more than just money, but talents as in 
the gifts, skills, interests, and personalities that God gave us to do the 
work that He has set out for us.  What is your talent? God wants us to 
use who we are and what we have to do more for His Kingdom 

 And we do the work, but we don’t do all the work.  We are One of Two 
factors of the equation to produce the fruit of faithfulness.  We are one 
factor and the Holy Spirit is the second factor of what God is doing in our 
lives to produce the fruit, to get the results.   

As the Church, we profess that alone, we can do nothing, but with God and 
through the work of the Holy Spirit, we can do more.  And that is how we 
multiply 
 Don’t keep the faith by yourself, but let the Spirit multiply it in you. 
 
Now let’s talk about that 3rd servant for a second, because I feel like can 
relate to this guy.  I like to reach a certain level that is good and maintain it. 
 
I’ve got this one talent, I don’t want to blow this chance with what the boss 
gave me, but I don’t work like those other two servants.  But I feel 
confident enough that I can maintain what I’ve been given. 
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Aha!  Good plan! Especially with all that’s going on in our lives right now 
that is chaotic and irregular, if we can just maintain what is essential to us, 
we can get through.  And maintenance is a good thing.  But we might 
overlook something here. 
Maintenance does not mean you’re finished 

 Maintaining my perfect cup of coffee (Quick) 

 This is the difference: the 3rd servant hid his talent and didn’t do any 
work.  That’s not true maintenance.  If you want to maintain something 
important to you, like our faith, it requires time, work, and effort.  
Maintaining our faith is still growing our faith, and if we’re not growing 
then we’re in a state of atrophy.   

Don’t keep your faith as it is, or it will not maintain 
 
Give God what rightfully belongs to God 
 We often are tempted to keep the results or keep the credit.  The 
first two servants could have skimmed from their talents to benefit 
themselves, but that’s taking what isn’t theirs and that’s dishonest and they 
would not have been called good servants.   
 
Or they could have used their success to boast to their fellow employees or 
to better their position telling the master they deserved a raise.  But they 
didn’t do that.  They were called faithful because they had done the 
master’s work with what the master had given them.  And so they returned 
what belonged to the master. 
 
Now we as the Church profess from scripture that everything is a gift from 
God; all that we have is from God.  And we are to offer that back to the 
Lord.  That includes our very lives, our time and effort, our finances, and 
even the ones we love.   
 
But not only is it what we’re supposed to do, but it’s also because God is 
ready and waiting to give us more.   
 
21 & 23 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have 
been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. 
Come and share your master’s happiness!’ 
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 Don’t keep your faith for yourself, or you will miss out on the 
promises of God. 
 
Conclusion 
With all that is going on in this world right now, amidst all the suffering and 
hardship and economic impact of the coronavirus, amidst all uncertainty, 
and frustrations, and politics of how we should handle it and what we will 
do in the future, it is affirming and reassuring that we have also seen 
faithful fruit blooming amidst the chaos, of God’s servants taking their 
talents and multiplying them for the work of God’s Kingdom which brings 
hope, healing, redemption, and love to a world that is hurting right now. 
 
And being faithful doesn’t mean we’re perfect.  It’s not going to be perfect 
and we’ll mess up along the way.  But the One we follow is faithful. 
 
My fellow servants, we need to keep busy with the Master’s work. 
So let’s produce the fruit of faithfulness by multiplication.  And Don’t keep 
the faith by yourself, but let the Spirit multiply it in you. 
And that faith is going to need some maintenance which requires some 
work. So Don’t keep your faith as it is, or it will not maintain 
Give God what rightfully belongs to God.  Don’t keep your faith for 
yourself, or you will miss out on the promises of God. 
 
I want to end with an Old Testament scripture that is going to take on a 
completely new meaning in light of the message today.  Hopefully, it will 
also give you a little chuckle every time you hear it from now own. 
Friends, as it says in Genesis 1:28, let us, “be fruitful and multiply.” 
Amen. 
 
Benediction  
Hear this old saying today with a new meaning, “Be fruitful and multiply.”   
Bear the fruits of the Spirit that God is working within you to produce, and 
strive to be faithful by multiplying what God has given you.   
 
So that we might hear the Master say, ‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of 
many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’”  Amen! 


